
Generation Scotland received core support from the Chief Scientist Office of the Scottish Government Health Directorates [CZD/16/6] and the Scottish Funding Council [HR03006]. Genotyping of the GS:SFHS samples was carried out by the Genetics Core
Laboratory at the Wellcome Trust Clinical Research Facility, Edinburgh, Scotland and was funded by the Medical Research Council UK and the Wellcome Trust (Wellcome Trust Strategic Award “STratifying Resilience and Depression Longitudinally”
(STRADL)  Reference 104036/Z/14/Z). We are grateful to all the families who took part, the general practitioners and the Scottish School of Primary Care for their help in recruiting them, and the whole Generation Scotland team, which includes interviewers,
computer and laboratory technicians, clerical workers, research scientists, volunteers, managers, receptionists, healthcare assistants and nurses. Recruitment to the COVIDLife study was facilitated by SHARE - the Scottish Health Research Register and
Biobank. SHARE is supported by NHS Research Scotland, the Universities of Scotland and the Chief Scientist Office of the Scottish Government.

Young people are often under represented in longitudinal health research and we
recognised that there was a gap in the school curriculum across Scotland which
could help to raise awareness about health research and address data concerns.

Data literacy is an increasingly important skill for young people as data enters all
aspects of  our lives. We hope that by empowering young people with knowledge
and understanding about health research, young people will feel more confident

and motivated to participate so that their experience is represented.

In collaboration with the Schools Health Research Network in Scotland
(SHINE) Generation Scotland have developed three lesson plans aimed at
educating students about health data and the importance of  participating in

research. 

The resource was sent to 

 who expressed interest through the
SHINE newsletter, STRONTIUM

network, Data in Schools team and
partner organisations with coverage of  
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Young People, Participation & Big Data 
in Schools

We offered the schools a useful resource to create a reciprocal relationship that gave us an entry to recruit young
people through schools. 
Feedback from schools showed this filled a gap in their curriculum and building this relationship allowed us to
achieve recruitment using teachers to deliver the lessons and hand out recruitment materials about Generation
Scotland.
 This created a more scalable recruitment strategy as it utilised teachers across Scotland but it also provides a
legacy around health research literacy and awareness. 

Teacher resource pack includes:
PowerPoints – video content, activities, discussion points
Lesson plans – Activity descriptions and answers
Printout worksheets 

Introduction

Lesson 1 - What is Big Data?
How health data research is used to help society
Why it important for a wide variety of  people to be involved in health research
Activity – Left-handedness discussion

Lesson 2 - What is Data Linkage?
How do researchers may combine datasets for research
How can data linkage be used to help society 
Activity – Investigate zombie outbreak using data linkage

Lesson 3 -What is Data Ethics?
Why it important for strict data ethics procedures to be used in health
research
How does data ethics help researchers ensure that health data is properly
protected.
Activity- Discussion on sensitive data

Lesson Plans

22 out of 32
 local authorities in Scotland.

Currently 1,080
volunteers joined

Generation Scotland
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volunteers

Conclusion

over 50 schools


