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Background Information



Civil protests took place throughout Chile in response to a raise in the Santiago Metro's subway fare



"Chile despertó" ("Chile has woken up") has become one of the main slogans of the protests
BBC News



Social crisis reasons 

• Chronic inequality
• Pension and health system
• High-cost basic services
• Corruption cases
• Repression and criminalization of 

student movements



Gaete et al. The 2019 Social Outbreak in Chile: Evidence of a Delusional Oasis. Ciper 2019



Gustavo Gatica is one of two known cases of people left completely blind but at least 241 Chileans have suffered from 
eye injuries during the protests, according to Chile’s Institute for Human Rights (INDH).



Estudio Nacional de Opinión Pública CEP. 2019.



Epidemiology



Number of confirmed COVID-19 cases



Timeline: March1º Case (3/3)

The minister of Education: not suspend 
classes (9/3)

Academic univiersities: letter to suspend classes (14/3)

The Medical College: Increase the strategies (15/3)

President: “Chile is much better prepared than Italy” (18/3)

MD and mayor: ask lockdown (20/3)
Minister of Health: "It is completely foolish and unnecessary"

More than 1500 scientifics ask lockdown (21/3)



Timeline: AprilMinister of Health: inmunity (1/4)

Minister of Health: sanitary passport (9/4)

Strategic and dynamic quarantine (13/4)

Return plan for government officials (17/3)

Back to school plan (19/4)

Open mall (30/4)
Lack of information
Sochepi



Timeline: May

Total lockdown Santiago (13/5)

Sochepi: Death register (20/5)

Minister of health: “there is a level of 
poverty and overcrowding of which I 
was not aware of the magnitude it 
had” (28/5)



Timeline: June

Food box (5/6)

+653 death (7/6)
Risk communication campaign based 
on blaming the population

Protocol for reopening 
restaurants and cafes (9/6)

Sanitary residences (13/6)
New minister of health



Marín Marcela. Tendencia diaria y acumulada de exámenes PCR. Hospital Regional de Talca/Universidad de Talca.2020.
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PCR Testing



Mauricio Canals L. Informe COVID-19 Chile. ESP, Facultad de Medicina, U. de Chile .21 de junio de 2020

Rate of Positive Tests



Confirmed COVID-19 cases by age and sex



Informados las últimas 24 horas, con hora de corte 09:00 hrs del 18 de junio 
de 2020. Datos provisorios al 18/06/2020
Fuente: https://www.gob.cl/coronavirus/cifrasoficiales/#reportes

Incidence rate by Region



Incidence rate by Region



Mortality rate



Escuela Salud Pública, Facultad de Medicina, U. de Chile. 25 de junio de 2020

Number of ventilators

ICU  occupancy:
86%





CIPER. Coronavirus: Tasa de mortalidad de los hospitales públicos metropolitanos duplica la de las clínicas.21.06.2020

Public

Private



Mauricio Canals L. Informe COVID-19 Chile. ESP, Facultad de Medicina, U. de Chile .21 de junio de 2020

Effective reproductive number (Re)



Response



Response
PROS
• Early preparedness (Regulatory and institutional responses)

• Closed borders

• Ministry of Finance and Central Bank

• Low and medium businesses bank loans 

• Schools and univesities closed

• Army forces

• Health workers/Training for health workers

• Rapid Response hospital (ventilators and beds)

• Influenza Vaccination

• Employment protection law

• Increase testing capacity

• Sanitary residences

CONS
• Confused risk communication

• Expert Presidential Advisory Committee (invisible)

• Hospital—centric model

• Exclusion primary care level (invisible)

• Focus on treatment instead of prevention

• Exclusion of communities

• Partial lockdowns

• Weak health authority

• Mesa social (comprehensive committes)

• Politic management of the crisis

• Lack of knowdlege about vulnerables populations

• Centralized country

• Lack of real social security (protest)

• Out-of-pocket spending (40% test)

• Families food boxes distribution



“Protests and barricades: Santiago 
fills with protests amidst the curfew”



“The underestimation of the 
primary care and political errors 
that margined the territorial health 
of the strategy against the 
pandemic”





Salud Pública UTalca

Ma Elisa Quinteros @MEQChile 
maquinteros@utalca.cl

¡Muchas gracias por su atención!

Thanks for your attention!
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