=

Bangladesh
and Covid-19

Raaj Kishore

Bfwas Addressing COVID-19 in Bangladesh: Public health
o interventions, policy response and new research findings

Timeline

Government
response

Looking . . .
forward Raaj Kishore Biswas

raajbiswas.com

University of New South Wales

Website: raajbiswas.com

December 16, 2020



=]

Bangladesh
and Covid-19

Raaj Kishore
Biswas
Credits
Timeline

Government
response

Looking
forward

raajbiswas.com

Acknowledgment and Disclaimer

o Acknowledgment of colleagues in Bangladesh: field level experience
o Data and reports by from IEDCR, ICCDRB, BRAC and others

o Publicly available data,
o Johns Hopkins Coronavirus Resource Center
o European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control: COVID-19 resources
o Situation reports by the WHO

o Published studies and media articles
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Figure 1: Daily reported new cases and deaths in Bangladesh



4000

3000

2000

Cases

1000

iAi:rport alerit .
Wuhan flight (N = 312)
1 1

|
I
I
1
T
1
I
1
1
|
|

|
|
I
|
T
1
1
|
|
|
|
)
|
|

1
taly returnees (N

it

irst confirmed case
. First reported death

February March April May

June July August September October November December
COVID-19 timeline

Figure 2: Daily reported new cases and deaths in Bangladesh
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Figure 3: Daily reported new cases and deaths in Bangladesh
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Figure 4: Daily reported new cases and tests in Bangladesh
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Figure 5: Daily reported new cases and tests in Bangladesh

Reference: Huq, S. and Biswas, R.K., 2020. COVID-19 in Bangladesh: Data deficiency to delayed decision. Journal of Global Health, 10(1).



tests —
flight opens —

1

(payjoouls) sysa

Successful
intervention?

a
o
o
o

January February March April May June July
COVID-19 timeline

Figure 6: Daily reported new cases and tests in Bangladesh
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Figure 7: Daily reported new cases and deaths in Bangladesh
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Response: Awareness Campaigns

A, OICT [ neo % &

[l FIS-55 A 2fTaes 2T (s T

TTGIe gt AR AR AR SR

R 7 o ST A T T S e T o o T
R 3 TR XTI 1R < e R T
e

ST 1 77 9% 30 G 477 279 AT ST ST, e 27 Torges s T |

For All Arriving \li‘assengers

On board, Health Declaration Forms & Passenger Locator Forms
are distributed for filling up

Please submit filled up forms at Immigration

| On Arrival, you are scanned by thermal scanner |

f you have fever

(self declaration/

thermal scanning) If you do not have fever

You will be isolated at For next 14 days
designated hospital 1. Stay “Home Quarantine”
- 2. DO NOT go outside, specially

public gatherings
Process for confirm 3. Wear mask for essential outing.
diagnosis & management 4. Keep hands clean
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Information & Services

Directorate General of Health Services
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Health Information Card

Information on Corona virus Disease-19
(COVID-19) Infection
Recently, COVID-19 (a virus from the same
family of MERS and SARS) infection has been
identified in many countries. If you travelled
from any of the COVID-19 affected countries,
please stay at your home (self quarantine)
and maintain at least 1 meter/ 3 feet distance
from other people up to 14 days of your return.
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Figure 8:
Various
awareness
leaflets and
documents
circulated by
the
Bangladesh
Government



Response: Assessing Interventions and Public Perceptions
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Designing an escape plan

« Normalizing the new reality
o Addressing the overburdened
health system
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© Designing protocols for the
transition to the new normal
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« Recognizing the need for an
updated framework

* Contextualizing the existing
health system

« Mobilizing community fevel
efforts

Reference: Biswas, R.K., Huq, S., Afiaz, A. and Khan, H.T., 2020. A systematic assessment on COVID-19 preparedness and transition strategy

Emergence

Non-linearity

« Dealing with unpredictable occurrences
o Dynamic decision making

o Continuous assessment on the ever changing

situation

« Leadership evaluation
o Changes in traditional leadership
o Assessing multiple long term plans

« National level crisis steering
committee

Assessing overall scenario and

conducting strategic planning

Bottlenecks and barriers

Disseminating information - trust

and panic control

in Bangladesh. Journal of evaluation in clinical practice, 26(6), pp.1599-1611.

et al. (2020)
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Vaccine delivery in Bangladesh: Past and Present
UNSW
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and Coverts o Success with past vaccines such as diphtheria and tetanus, polio, and hepatitis
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Credits o High public trust with vaccination in the past (Figueiredo et al., 2020)
Timeline
S o Covid-19 Vaccine Management Taskforce in Bangladesh
Looking
forward
o Part of GAVI Alliance and supply agreement with Serum Institute of India: 30
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million doses

Reference: de Figueiredo, A., Simas, C., Karafillakis, E., Paterson, P. and Larson, H.J., 2020.
Mapping global trends in vaccine confidence and investigating barriers to vaccine uptake: a
large-scale retrospective temporal modelling study. The Lancet, 396(10255), pp.898-908.
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Addressing Covid-19 in Bangladesh: Looking ahead
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Figure 10: Daily reported new cases and deaths in Bangladesh
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