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VISUALISING

A CENTRE FOR BIOMEDICINE, SELF AND SOCIETY
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS AT THE BEING HUMAN

FESTIVAL 2020.

How are bodies imagined in rela-
tion to biomedicine, biotechnol-
ogies and health?

Visualising Bodies explores how
bodies are, and could be, im-
agined through the visual arts.

Organised by the Centre for Bi-
omedicine, Self and Society, in
partnership with the Edinburgh
College of Art, and working with
partners including Edinburgh De-
sign Informatics, the University of

Surrey and ScotSci, we have put to-
gether a programme of online ex-
hibitions and live events to explore
these issues as part of the Being
Human Festival 2020.

Using comics, film, photography,
collage, sound and discussion, we
invite you to join us on a journey to
discover how bodies can be visual-
ised and re-imagined in the pres-
ent and the future.

COSTUMED VISIONS

12 NOV 2020 19:00
DAVID LAWRENCE & SCOTSCI

Exploring attitudes to the body,
ability, disability and identity
through superheroes and other
popular depictions

Superheroes are everywhere to-
day, and they show no sign of slow-
ing down. The things we watch and
read shape how we feel about the
human body and what it might be-
come in ways we might not even
notice, with idealised shapes and
new transhuman abilities becom-
ing more and more unremarkable.

Or are they? Once we start to think
about superhero abilities being
real, do we always think as positive-
ly about them as when they're just
an (amazing) fantasy?

Join us for an evening of discus-
sion with experts in bioethics and
physiology examining what these
interactions of technology with
society tell us about our attitudes
to the body, ability, disability, and
identity. We will look at how these
new kinds of body are represented
across comics and films, challenge
some preconceptions, and answer
your questions about the future of
the body.

This event is organised in partner-
ship with ScotSci Edinburgh.

TINYURL.COM/COSTUMEDVISIONS
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http://www.tinyurl.com/costumedvisions

BODIES OF THE FUTURE

17 NOV 2020 19:00
ANDREA FORD, GUILIA DE TOGNI & SONJA ERIKAINEN

Create (re)combinations of hu-
man, robotic and animal bodies
via the art of collage

Human, robotic, mechanical, and
animal bodies are being re-made
through new technologies and
changing societies. Collage is an
art form that takes existing mate-
rials and recombines them in new
ways. This digital collage making
workshop brings these two ideas
together and invites you to explore
the changing nature of bodies
through making a collage of your
own.
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Experts in the use of artificial in-
telligence in healthcare, of nature
and technology in the reproduc-
tive body, and of post-gender and
post-human bodies will introduce
you to these topics and explore
with you examples of bodies of the
future. Artist Deborah Manson will
support you to create your own
collage.

We welcome everyone who loves
to create or craft, alongside those
interested in finding out more
about new technologies, gender
formations, and relationships with
the’natural’ world.

TINYURL.COM/BODIESOFTHEFUTURE
RECOMBINANTBODIES.COM

WE BEGAN AS PART OF THE BODY

19 NOV 2020 16:00
BEVERLEY HOOD
ONLINE EXHIBITION AND LIVE DISCUSSION

Exploring how bodies are im-
agined, visualised and made au-
- dible using bio-medical data

‘We began as part of the body’is a
multi-component digital artwork
by Beverley Hood (University of
Edinburgh) inspired by the ecze-
ma genetic research laboratory of
Professor Sara Brown (University of
Dundee).

The artwork combines microsco-
py, digital scanning and speech
synthesis to create an augmented
reality and filmic experience that
leads the audience through the
cells’ journey, during their short,

informatics

precious, three weeks long ‘in-vit-
ro' life, from operating theatre
through to lab, and finally to dis-
posal.

The AR piece will be available
as a free downloadable app and
the film will be available online
(INSPACE.ED.AC.UK) and installed
at Inspace on Potterrow.

The live discussion event will fea-
ture artist Beverley Hood in conver-
sation with scientist Professor Sara
Brown as they explore how the ‘We
began as part of the body’ artwork
evolved in the lab and beyond,
using microscopy, 3D modelling,
speech synthesis, and immersive
technologies.

TINYURL.COM/WEBEGANASPARTOFTHEBODY
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http://www.inspace.ed.ac.uk
http://www.tinyurl.com/bodiesofthefuture
http://www.recombinantbodies.com
http://www.tinyurl.com/webeganaspartofthebody

CAPTURING CHRONIC ILLNESS

20 NOV 2020 17:00
INGRID YOUNG & DONNA MCCORMACK
ONLINE EXHIBITION & LIVE DISCUSSION

How can photography be used to
- visualise and re-imagine bodies
and chronicillness?

Endometriosis, asthma, HIV, ME,
depression- what is chronic illness,
and how do we see chronicillness?

Chronic illness is often not visible
on the body. It can also be hidden
by gender, sexuality, race and age.
How does this shape what we think
about and how we live with long-
term illness?

TINYURL.COM/CAPTURINGCHRONICILLNESS
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CAPTURING-CHRONIC-ILLNESS.
COM will present a collection of in-
vited and submitted work, explor-
ing the many ways that photogra-
phy can capture chronic illness
and help us reimagine bodies and
health.

On Friday, 20th November, medi-
cal humanities scholars Dr Donna
McCormack (University of Surrey)
and Dr Ingrid Young (Edinburgh of
Edinburgh) will host an interactive
discussion that explores the issues
raised by the exhibition.

JOIN

JOIN US IN VISUALISING BODIES
THROUGH OUR ONLINE EXHIBITIONS,
FILMS AND LIVE DISCUSSIONS.

We invite you to imagine, and
re-imagine, bodies with us at
our events.

We welcome comments, ques-
tions and participation in our
interactive workshops and live
discussions.

Details of all our events, includ-
ing how to book tickets, can be

found at TINYURL.COM/VISUAL-
ISINGBODIES.

Also, please join the discussion
on Twitter using #VISUALISING-
BODIES & #BEINGHUMAN2020
to take part in the discussion
and share your thoughts and
ideas.

Artwork and design by FIONNUALA DORAN.
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